At Home in Front of the Camera

Fresh From Appearances on Tiwo TV Makeover Shows, a South Arlington House Basks in Its Stardom
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first conquest. In June 2004, they allowed a team of harried
producers, surly contractors, in-your-face cameramen and
unctuous hosts to invade their property and their lives for 72
hours in the name of garage beautification. Though the expe-
rience left them with a new architect-designed workspace that
doubles as a guest studio, it also left them with some of the
real headaches inherent in the phrase “reality television.”

So once it was all over and they had their lives back, what
did they do? They signed up to do it all over again, of course,

“Back in March, a friend saw a posting on Craigslist.com
saying that ‘Curb Appeal’ was looking for houses in the D.C.
area,” says Dobbins. “And she said, ‘Hey, you should apply!
She was totally joking. But I was like, ‘Curb Appeal,” huh? [ al-
ways did like that show.”

Producers and staff of the top-rated show on the HGTV ca-
ble network have been in the Washington area for the last sev-
eral months, hammering away at 26 new episodes that are to
begin airing in early 2006 — and adding to D.C.’s newfound
notoriety as a locale for home-makeover shows. (ABC'’s “Ex-
treme Makeover” is also in town at the moment.)

Dobbins figured his chances of getting his house made over
on a second show were slim, but he crafted a pitch and sent
along photos of house and family anyway. Enough time went
by that he figured he hadn’t been selected. Then one after-
noon he played a message on his cell phone. As he recalls it,
“the voice basically said, ‘Hi! We're going to be shooting the

ho among us hasn’t entertained the thought while

watching one of those home-makeover shows on

TV? You know, I sure wish a group of cheerful la-

borers, led by a perky and attractive host or host-
ess, would visit my house and renovate it while cracking
wise, dispensing sage advice and basically making the
whole affair seem like a big party, instead of the abject mis-
ery that I know it really is.

Blair Dobbins had that thought, and acted on it — not once,
but twice. With extraordinary luck — helped along by a tele-
genic affability and more than a little chutzpah — the 45-year-
old South Arlington resident has defied the odds and gotten
his house onto two different home-makeover shows.

For his efforts, he received an unusually detailed glimpse
into the workings of reality TV, including the part where he
was asked to change clothes a half-dozen times in one day and
the part where the IRS blindsided him with an unexpected
bill. But he also received a new garage and a fantastic facelift
for the house he shares with his wife, Janet, and their three
children. By tapping into the home-makeover genre’s peculiar
alchemy, he turned a $20,000 outlay into nearly $65,000
worth of work.

For starters, the Dobbinses helped inaugurate a novel, if :
short-lived, series on the Discovery Channel, “Garage Take- ' 3 T
over,” by nominating their junk-filled garage to be the show’s The post-“Curb Appeal” house, as seen through the new pergola. See MAKEOVER, Page 4







